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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"The Way God Wants To Be Known"

(Mark 14:35-36; Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:15)

Intro ... Last week I introduced a brand-new Series of Messages titled: 
"Apprehending Abba." 

'Abba,' we reminded ourselves is "A most intimate, child-like Aramaic 
term for Father" ... the English equivalent would be: "Daddy" or "Papa."

To 'Apprehend,' of course, means "to stop, to arrest, to detain, to catch, 
to capture." We could say "To take personal possession of."

That's what we will be seeking to do in this series of messages.
Our 'Series Objective' will be:

"To Capture (to take personal possession of) 
the Concept and the Reality of an intimate,

child-like Relationship with our Father in Heaven."

To truly "Apprehend Abba."

Today in a kind of Introduction Part Two message, I want us to put side
by side the only three verses in the entire New Testament where the 
term: 'Abba' is found.

I've listed them all as Today's Key Scriptures. Reflect upon them as I read.

TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
Mark 14:35-36 

" ... he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible, the hour might pass from
him. 'Abba Father' he said, 'everything is possible for you. Take this cup from

me. 
Yet not what I will but what you will'." 

Galatians 4:6 
"... God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,

the Spirit who cries out, 'Abba, Father'."

Romans 8:15
" ... you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, 'Abba, Father'."

Three fundamental and undeniable realities can be discovered from this 
side-by-side reading ...



THREE FUNDAMENTAL REALITIES ...

1. JESUS possessed an 'Abba'PERSPECTIVE AND CONNECTION.
 'Abba Father' he said, 'everything is possible for you.

In the most agonizing moment of his life, he uttered the words, the expression that
he had known and used since childhood ..."Abba Father." Like a child in need he

came to his 'Daddy God.' 'Abba Father' is the way God wants to be known.

The Second Verse reveals the Second of those Three Fundamental "Abba Realities"

2. PNEUMA was SENT into the WORLD 
with an 'Abba' PERSPECTIVE and CONNECTION.

"... God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
the Spirit who cries out, 'Abba, Father'."

"Abba Father" is on the lips of the Spirit the moment HE enters into our lives at
spiritual birth. They would be the first words HE would have a new-born Child of

God utter. Sadly, some born-again children of God never utter them!

The Third Verse reveals the Final and Ultimate 'Abba Reality'...

3. All Born-Again CHILDREN of God are intended
to DISCOVER their own 'Abba' PERSPECTIVE 

and CONNECTION.
" ... you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, 'Abba, Father'."

With new birth comes a consciousness of sonship ... We have been born into the 
Family of God ... We first open our eyes in God's spiritual maternity ward ... All the 
babies there have a heavenly father ... All of them possess the 'Spirit of Sonship' ...
All of them are geared to respond gleefully and gratefully to the Father's Presence.

Whether they do or not depends upon many things ... most notably it depends on 
whether or not they ever truly 'Apprehend Abba.'  

And for reasons as diverse as the children, some of them will never really get to 
know their Heavenly Father in an 'Abba Father Way' and that's a shame and brings
sadness to the Father Himself.

That's what the Spirit Who companions you would seek to remedy for you if you 
are in that condition and who of us is not somewhat there ... Who of us could not 
'Apprehend Abba' better?

So then, as we push on in this 'Introductory Part Two Message' 
consider with me these ...



THREE FOUNDATIONAL SERIES CONVICTIONS ...

These are 'Convictions' that cause me to say that this series of 
messages is absolutely crucial for us - That 'Apprehending Abba' is 
actual at the heart of it all - That 'Apprehending Abba' is in fact the 
main thing - the 'Thing' toward which all the other 'things' point 
and for which all the other 'things' have occurred.

Here they are: Three Foundational Series Convictions ...

1. Knowing God is the ESSENCE of ETERNAL Life.
(John 17:3)

That conviction arises out of what Jesus Himself said in what has been called 
His 'High Priestly Prayer' recorded in John chapter 17. 

What John recorded was in reality a most incredible 'Abba Father Connection' ... 
a conversation between the Son of God and His Almighty 'Abba Father' ... Much 
about the Father is revealed in this prayer - Much about the Son is revealed as 
well. We will surely become most familiar with it in the days ahead.

However, here's the most important part - the part that underlies this series 
conviction - the definition Jesus gave of Eternal Life.
Here's what he said:

"Now this is Eternal Life: that they may know YOU, 
the Only True God and Jesus Christ whom YOU have sent."

Eternal Life is not just 'Living Eternally' ... It's 'Knowing the ONE
who is Eternal and enjoying Fellowship with HIM.'

And now take a deep breath as I share with you this conviction:

2. Until we KNOW God as Abba, we don't really KNOW God at all!

Now that might be tough for us to swallow but I really believe it's true for if we 
don't 'Know God' in the way that He wants to be known how can we say 
that we 'Know Him' at all? Think about it.

And if we do not 'Know God' as He wants to be known, then we will fall into the 
parameters of this third conviction:

3. We may well possess SPIRITUAL Life but
ETERNAL Life will ESCAPE us.

And who wants that ... Who wants to be 'merely saved' ... Saved from God's 
Condemnation but experiencing none of the blessings of 'Eternal Life' - life lived in 
the fullness of the Knowledge of our 'Abba Father' who loves us and has planned so
wonderfully for us! I trust that the answer is no one - certainly none of us!

ONE KEY SERIES STIMULATING OBSERVATION ...



JESUS DEMONSTRATED NOT JUST SPIRITUAL LIFE BUT ETERNAL
LIFE.

Jesus truly 'Knew God - His Abba Father' ... 
He possessed the fulness of the 'Eternal Life' that such knowledge brings ...

He demonstrated that 'Life' both by the way He lived and by the way He died.

* JESUS DEMONSTRATED ETERNAL LIFE BY THE WAY HE LIVED.
(He lived a truly awesome life)

"The common people heard him GLADLY." (Mark 12: 37)

 "No one ever SPOKE the way this man does." (John 7:46)

"I have food to eat that you KNOW nothing about." (John 4:32)

 "Lord, teach us to PRAY ..." (Luke 11:1)

 Mikels' paraphrase:  "Show us how to GET what you've GOT."
"We need to know God - connect with God - the way you do."

* JESUS DEMONSTRATED ETERNAL LIFE BY THE WAY HE DIED
(He died a phenomenally confident death)

"It is Finished!" (John 19:30)

He died with complete confidence that his life's WORK
had been successfully accomplished ...

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
"Jesus cried out in a loud voice: 

'Father, into your hands I commit my spirit'." (Luke 23:46)

He died with complete confidence that His Heavenly 'Abba' 
would welcome him on the other side of DEATH.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
"When the centurion ... heard his cry and saw how he died,

he said, 'Surely this was the Son of God!' " (Mark 15:39)

He died with complete confidence that all those 
who had 'EYES to SEE' would see him clearly.

Final Thot ...
No HUMAN BEING has ever KNOWN 'Abba' and 

experienced ETERNAL LIFE in this life like Jesus did.
Let's LEARN from Him!


